
The Denial 

Luke 22:54-65 
 

Read John 18:12-24.  What is the scene?  Where is Peter?  Where are the other disciples?  Read 

Luke 22:54.  What can you surmise about Peter?  Read Mark 14:53-65. 

 

 

Jesus is in the inner room with the Sanhedrin. This assembly consisted of the high priest, all the 

chief priests, the scribes, and the elders -- 70 members of the Sanhedrin plus their helpers and 

advisors, etc. So it was a considerable crowd that gathered in the inner room in the residence of 

Caiaphis, the high priest. 

 

 

The trial was illegal right from the very beginning:  

• First, it was held at night, and Jewish law insisted that all trials of criminals before the 

priests be held in the daytime.  

• Second, it met in the wrong place. The Sanhedrin was to meet only in the hall set aside for 

its purposes, and only meetings held there were valid. But this meeting was held in the 

residence of the high priest.  

• Third, the Sanhedrin was prohibited by law from reaching a verdict on the same day that the 

trial was held, and here the verdict is passed immediately at the end of this farcical trial.  

 

Read Mark 14:55-57.  How is the questioning going despite the way they are setting Him up? 

 

 

Read Mark 14:58.  Is this accurate?  Read John 2:19. "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.”  The “temple” is His body. 

 

 

Read Mark 14:60-61a.  Read Is. 53:7. "As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 

mouth," 

 

 

Read Mark 14:61-62. Jesus says, "Now you are the judge, I am the prisoner; one day I will be the 

judge, you will be the prisoner."  Rev. 20: 11-13 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 

seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  And I saw the 

dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as 

recorded in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 

dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 

 

 

I gave my back to the smiter and my cheeks to those who plucked out the hair. I hid not my face 

from shame and spitting, {Isa 50:6 KJV}. 

 

 



Outside, Peter was watching this, and he never forgot it. In his first letter, he tells us that we are to 

remember that scene and take heed to it, for Christ was our example:  

When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. {1 Pet 2:23 RSV 

 

Read Luke 22:31-38.  Read Matt. 26:30-35.  John 18:10-11. 

 

The Greek word for deny, aparneomai, means to utterly deny that one has any relationship with a 

person 

 

Now read Luke 22:55-72.  What gives?  What happened?  Why such polar opposites? 

 

Peter’s denial was trumpeted by an arrogant rooster 

 

In these passages we have two individuals” 

• one being falsely accused and yet He remains silent and steadfast 

• the other truthfully accuses and yet he lashes out in anger and lies 

 

Love and loyalty and faithfulness mean nothing when they rest on the shaky foundation of the 

determination of a human will 

 

 

Read Luke 22:62.  Why is this significant? 

 

After this scene, Peter is completely gone from the story, until…Mark 16:7. 

 

II Corinthians 11:3, "I am greatly concerned about you lest Satan should woo you from the 

simplicity that is in Christ."  

 

Gal. 2: 20-3:3  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 

I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  I do not 

set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for 

nothing!"  You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was 

clearly portrayed as crucified.  I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the 

Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?  Are you so foolish? After beginning 

with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 

 

Peter to a church in Turkey under heavy persecution: 

"You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 

time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you. Be of sober spirit, be on the 

alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But 

resist him, firm in your faith... " (1 Peter 5:5-9.)  

 



"Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 

His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen." (Jude 

24-25.) 

 


